Introduction
Gastroduodenal fistula is an unusual complication of peptic ulceration. There have, however, been a number of recent case reports referring to this problem, sometimes termed 'the double pylorus' (Gould, 1961; Bennike and Hegediis, 1976; Hunt, Day and Jewell, 1978; Rappoport, 1978 Postoperative recovery was uneventful .and histology confirmed the benign nature of the ulcers.
Discussion
Gastroduodenal fistula may occur in one of 2 positions (Gould, 1961) . The more commonly encountered fistula joins the lesser curvature in its middle or lower third to the first part of the duodenum. Less commonly, the fistula is from the posterior gastric wall to the third or fourth part of the duodenum. Rokitansky (1861) have been many reports describing the radiological changes in this condition (Amberg et al., 1964) including evidence of increased secretions, mucosal oedema and hyperplasia, dilatation of the stomach and duodenum, and jejunal hypermotility in addition to peptic ulceration.
Total gastrectomy with removal of the primary tumour, where possible, has long been the accepted treatment for the Zollinger-Ellison syndrome. Recently, however, it has been suggested that longterm treatment with cimetidine might provide an alternative to total gastrectomy (McCarthy, 1978) . Such an approach would obviate the need for operation in patients with proved metastases, when conventional chemotherapy can be used in conjunction with cimetidine and, in patients without metastases, permit more radical pancreatic surgery to remove the gastrinoma. In the present patient, however, it was felt unlikely that he would comply with long-term cimetidine therapy and in view of the unusual peptic ulcer complication, surgery was considered appropriate.
With the increasing availability of serum gastrin assays, Zollinger-Ellison syndrome is being recognized at a much earlier stage (Thompson et al., 1975) . The diagnosis should be considered not only in patients with recurrent or multiple peptic ulcers, but also in the presence of unusual ulcer complications, such as gastroduodenal fistula.
